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¬ŃĴŃƏǖƄǼѠ�X�ǁŃĴŃūǵŃĻ�Ę�ɝƛǁūĻ�ƾǁŃǉǉ�ǁŃƄŃĘǉŃ�ǶŦūĴŦ�ūƏǵūǖŃĻ�ƍŃ�ǖƛ�
‘Help stop Pelosi’s fast-tracked radical abortion bill!’ It came 
from the Family Policy Alliance (FPA).1 The FPA email me reg-
ularly, as do the Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF), both lead-
ing US Christian-right organizations. I receive their missives 
for one simple reason: in 2019 I downloaded the Gender Re-
source Guide, a parental advice booklet opposing transgender 
activism in schools.2 The Guide was published by Minnesota 
Family Council, a sister organization, and names a small list of  
supporters including the FPA, ADF, the Heritage Foundation 
ҌĘƏ� ūƏɝǞŃƏǖūĘƄ� ǁūŞŦǖҤǶūƏŞ� ǖŦūƏƁ� ǖĘƏƁҍѠ� ĘƏĻ�ƛƏŃ� ǁĘĻūĴĘƄ� ŝŃƍū-
nist group—Women’s Liberation Front (WoLF). The inclusion 
of  WoLF gives the Guide an appearance of  being bipartisan, 
of  representing a united concern about the teaching of  gen-
der identity in schools. I’ve received such press releases ever 
since the download, but never from WoLF, an indication of  
their junior role in this collaboration. Any feminist fortunate 
ŃƏƛǞŞŦ�ǖƛ�ĳŃ�ƛƏ�ǖŦūǉ�ƍĘūƄūƏŞ�Ƅūǉǖ�ūǉ�ŃǻƾƛǉŃĻ�ǖƛ�Ę�ĴƛƄƛǞǁŝǞƄ�ǁĘƏŞŃ�
of  ‘hot button’ Republican topics, presumably in the hope they 
will change their minds. Come to oppose puberty blockers for 
kids, stay for the repeal of  Roe v. Wade!

When the Guide was published, 4thWaveNow (“a community 
of  people who question the medicalization of  gender-atypical 
ǼƛǞǖŦҺҍ3 and their spokeswoman Brie Jontry refused to support 
it on the basis that it was antithetical to their principles—how 
could they support young lesbians if  they were endorsing a 
guide produced by religious homophobes? Destroy Your Bind-
er, whose Tumblr and Twitter address female gender dyspho-
ria, also highlighted its dangers.4 But such voices of  opposition 
were relatively rare. By then, it was clear that some feminists 
ĘĴĴŃƾǖŃĻ�ǖŦĘǖ�ūǖ�ǶĘǉ�ƾǁƛɛǖĘĳƄŃ�ǖƛ�ĘƄƄǼ�ǶūǖŦ�ĴƛƏǉŃǁǵĘǖūǵŃ� Ŧǁūǉ-
tians on a ‘single-issue’ basis. This continues to be the case. 

In the UK, a small group of  feminists have ongoing political 
connections with American women who are working with the 
religious right, and a larger group, whilst having no such links, 
ŃūǖŦŃǁ�ŃƏĻƛǁǉŃ�ǖŦūǉ�ǉǖǁĘǖŃŞǼ�ƛǁ�ǁŃŝǞǉŃ�ǖƛ�ĘĴƁƏƛǶƄŃĻŞŃ�ūǖ�ŃǻūǉǖǉѬ�
If  more women knew about the nature of  the organizations 
which have drawn feminists into their orbit, I believe some of  
them might think again. I also hope that those who are criti-
cal but remain silent, for fear that transactivists will capitalize 
on these divisions, will realize that unity at all costs comes at a 
price. I don’t write this article on any other basis. I understand 

that we have all grown weary of  a climate of  ritualistic sham-
ing in which wild, unevidenced claims are made about far-
ǁūŞŦǖ�ƍƛƏŃǼ�ɝƛǶūƏŞ�ūƏǖƛ�ŞǁĘǉǉǁƛƛǖǉ�ŝŃƍūƏūǉǖ�ŞǁƛǞƾǉѬ�ÁŦūǉ�ŦĘǉ�
led to a tendency to turn a blind eye to political partnerships 
which are strategically disastrous and wrong in principle. Beth 
Graham’s whistleblowing blog post ‘Sheep in WoLF’s Clothing’ 
is a necessary introduction to ‘how we got here.’ It details the 
chronology of  events which began with WoLF taking a £15,000 
ĻƛƏĘǖūƛƏ�ŝǁƛƍ�ǖŦŃ��'J�ĘƏĻ�ɛƄūƏŞ�Ę�ŽƛūƏǖ��ƍūĴǞǉ��ǁūŃŝ �ǶūǖŦ�ǖŦŃ�
FPA.5
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Any analysis of  these partnerships depends on understanding 
the central role the Christian right played in electing Donald 
Trump. 

In August 2018, evangelical faith leaders gathered at a White 
House dinner. Trump addressed them, in a spirit of  profound 
gratitude: “You are really special people. The support you’ve 
given me has been incredible. But I really don’t feel guilty be-
cause I have given you a lot back. Just about everything I prom-
ūǉŃĻѬҺ6 His audience laughed in a moment of  delighted com-
plicity. A crude-talking serial adulterer dogged by allegations 
ƛŝ �ǉŃǻǞĘƄ�ĘǉǉĘǞƄǖ�ĳŃĴĘƍŃ�ҼǖŦŃūǁ�ĴŦƛǉŃƏ�ƛƏŃѠҾ�ǖŦŃ�ǞƏƄūƁŃƄǼ�ǵŃŦū-
cle of  their aspirations on earth. 

One networking group in particular contributed to Trump’s 
victory. The Council for National Policy (CNP), founded in 1981 
to capitalize on the election of  Ronald Reagan, was originally 
a small group of  ultra conservatives who knew that time was 
running out for them:

They represented an American past dominated by white Protestant 
male property owners. They dreamed of restoring a nineteenth-cen-
tury patriarchy that limited the civil rights of women, minorities, 
immigrants, and workers, with no income tax to vex the rich or social 
safety net to aid the poor. Now they faced a future in which minori-
ties, women, gays, and atheists were gaining in number, rights, and 
ǰǍƶƞȈƞŧŋƶ� ƞǁɻȐŶǁŧŶѽ� XƐ� ȈƙŶ� ŧǍȐǁȈǳȮ� ŋŦƞŮŶŮ� ŦȮ� ŋ� ŧƶŶŋǳҵŧȐȈ� ŮŶƿǍŧǳŋȈƞŧ�
process, these constituencies, leaning Democratic, would consolidate 
their power based on majority rule. So the CNP decided to change the 
rules.7

The CNP have spent the last 40 years building a radical right 
capable of  taking political power, for good. Many are do-

minionists, united in the belief  that conservative Christians 
should seize all political, secular, and cultural institutions, 
turning America into a theocratic state.8

The CNP backed Trump’s candidacy, awarding him funds, 
strategy, and ground troops, for the simple reason he would 
do their bidding. Once he was elected, this was their moment. 
ÁŦŃǼ�ǶŃǁŃ�ǁŃǶĘǁĻŃĻ�ǶūǖŦ�ĘƏ�1ǵĘƏŞŃƄūĴĘƄ��ĻǵūǉƛǁǼ��ƛĘǁĻ�ɛƄƄŃĻ�
with their members and a decisive role in shaping the social 
policies of  his administration, as well as in selecting federal 
judicial nominations, their most powerful route to the trans-
formation of  a nation in their image. From the moment of  his 
election in 2016 Trump moved on their agenda with lightning 
ǉƾŃŃĻѬ�ÁŦŃǼ�ŃǵŃƏ�ĴŃƄŃĳǁĘǖŃĻ�Ŧūǉ�ɛǁǉǖ�ǖǶƛ�ǶŃŃƁǉ�ūƏ�ƛɉĴŃ�ǶūǖŦ�
a ‘scorecard’ in their monthly newsletter. There are now more 
than 220 judges nominated by Trump with lifetime seats on 
the federal bench, including three Supreme Court justices.

Whilst the CNP are highly secretive about their membership, 
there was a leak in 2014 of  names of  their members and of-
ɛĴŃǁǉѬ9 A further leak in September 2020 revealed that CNP 
ƍŃƍĳŃǁǉ� ūƏĴƄǞĻŃĻ� ÁǁǞƍƾҾǉ� ŝƛǁƍŃǁ� ǉǖǁĘǖŃŞūǉǖ� ĘƏĻ� ŃǻҤ�ǁŃūǖ-
bart-editor, Steve Bannon, his advisor, Kellyanne Conway, and 
his education secretary, Betsy DeVos. Other key names include 
Michael P. Farris, president and CEO of  the ADF; Tony Perkins, 
©ǁŃǉūĻŃƏǖ�ƛŝ �ǖŦŃ�JĘƍūƄǼ�¬ŃǉŃĘǁĴŦ� ƛǞƏĴūƄ�ҌJõ ҍѱ�©ŃƏƏǼ�zĘƏĴŃѠ�
President of  Concerned Women for America (CWA); and Jim 
DeMint, former president of  the Heritage Foundation. The 
�'JѠ�Jõ Ѡ� à��ĘƏĻ�ǖŦŃ�SJ�ĘǁŃ�Ę�ĴƛƏǉǖĘƏǖ�ūƏ�ǖŦŃ�ŦūǉǖƛǁǼ�ƛŝ �ǖŦŃ�
CNP and were at the heart of  Trump’s administration, even to 
ǖŦŃ�ŃǻǖŃƏǖ�ƛŝ �ǖŦŃ�SJ�ĻūĴǖĘǖūƏŞ�Ŧūǉ�ĘƾƾƛūƏǖƍŃƏǖǉѬ10

What’s startling is that these are the very organizations—even, 
in the case of  Perkins and Nance, the same individuals—with 
whom WoLF has partnered over the last few years. You will 
never see WoLF describing them as ‘Christian right,’ ‘religious 
right’ or ‘Christian nationalist.’ That’s because the preferred 
and more anodyne term is ‘conservative.’11 This evasive term 
obscures the true nature of  the American religious right and 
inclines us to associate these people with mainstream British 
Conservatives or ordinary churchgoers. 

We peer across the Atlantic, and are persuaded, in some in-
stances, that the radical feminists who are working with these 
organizations have no choice, given that they are frozen out 
ĳǼ� ƄūĳŃǁĘƄǉ� ĘƏĻ� ƄŃɞūǉǖǉѬ� XƏ� ĘĻĻūǖūƛƏѠ� ǖŦŃ� ĘǁŞǞƍŃƏǖ� ŞƛŃǉѠ� ǖŦŃǼ�
are surely only mirroring the behaviour of  the average elect-
ed US politician, reaching ‘across the aisle’ and making deals 
with those of  the opposing party in order to achieve goals and 
pass laws. (This observation, in itself, is a little out of  date given Ga
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the obstructionism of  current day Republicans.) But political 
horse-trading amongst members of  Congress isn’t compara-
ble to feminists fronting with the Christian-right think tanks 
ĘƏĻ�ƄƛĳĳǼ�ŞǁƛǞƾǉ�ǶŦūĴŦ�ĻŃǖŃǁƍūƏŃ�ĘƏ�ūƏĴǁŃĘǉūƏŞƄǼ�ŃǻǖǁŃƍūǉǖ�
agenda for Republican politicians. 

This Christian nationalist agenda can’t be separated from the 
post-war backlash against school desegregation and the civ-
il rights movement: “it’s crucial to recognize how grievances 
driving the backlash were deeply rooted in the white suprem-
acy many evangelicals and fundamentalists were taught to 
ɛ�ƏĻ� ūƏ� ǖŦŃūǁ� �ūĳƄŃǉѬ�ÁŦĘǖ� ūƏ� ǖǞǁƏ� ǉŦĘƾŃĻ� ǖŦŃūǁ� ĴƛƏĴŃƾǖūƛƏ� ƛŝ �
America as a Christian nation—that is, a white Christian na-
ǖūƛƏѬҺ12 Racism is at the heart of  the movement, and the Trump 
ĘĻƍūƏūǉǖǁĘǖūƛƏ�ŃɈ� ŃĴǖūǵŃƄǼ�ƍĘūƏǉǖǁŃĘƍŃĻ�ǶŦūǖŃ�ǉǞƾǁŃƍĘĴǼѬ13 It 
was white evangelicals who delivered the vote for Trump; he 
ǁŃĴŃūǵŃĻ�ϣϟԮ�ƛŝ �ǖŦŃūǁ�ǵƛǖŃ�ūƏ�ϝϛϝϛ�ĴƛƍƾĘǁŃĻ�ǖƛ�ǖŦŃ�ϤϝԮ�ƛŝ ��ŝҤ
ǁūĴĘƏ��ƍŃǁūĴĘƏǉ�ǶŦƛ�ǵƛǖŃĻ�ŝƛǁ�iƛŃ��ūĻŃƏѠ�ǖŦĘǖ�ɛ�ŞǞǁŃ�ĳƛƛǉǖŃĻ�
ĳǼ�ǖŦŃ�ǶŦƛƾƾūƏŞ�ϤϠԮ�ƛŝ ��ƄĘĴƁ�ǶƛƍŃƏ�ǶŦƛ�ǵƛǖŃĻ�'ŃƍƛĴǁĘǖѬ14

¬1nXKX�È´ҭ¬XKSÁ�´Á¬�Á1Kæ

So, why have the Christian right sought out this relationship 
with radical feminists? 

As early as the mid-70s, Paul Weyrich, co-founder of  the Her-
itage Foundation, advised the religious right to speak in secu-
lar terms in order to win new supporters with the ultimate aim 
of  gaining political power: “The new political philosophy must 
ĳŃ� ĻŃɛ�ƏŃĻ� ĳǼ� Ǟǉ� ūƏ�ƍƛǁĘƄ� ǖŃǁƍǉѠ� ƾĘĴƁĘŞŃĻ� ūƏ� ƏƛƏҤǁŃƄūŞūƛǞǉ�
language … When political power is achieved, the moral ma-
ŽƛǁūǖǼ�ǶūƄƄ�ŦĘǵŃ�ǖŦŃ�ƛƾƾƛǁǖǞƏūǖǼ�ǖƛ�ǁŃҤĴǁŃĘǖŃ�ǖŦūǉ�ŞǁŃĘǖ�ƏĘǖūƛƏѬҺ15

ÁŦūǉ�ūǉ�ǖŦŃ�ƄƛƏŞŃǉǖ�ƛŝ �ŞĘƍŃǉѬ� ƛƏǉūĻŃǁ�ǖŦŃ�ŃǻǖŃƏǖ�ǖƛ�ǶŦūĴŦ�àŃǼҤ
rich’s strategic advice is echoed by Meg Kilgannon, a member 
of  the Hands Across the Aisle Coalition (HATAC), a coalition 
between Christian-right women and radical feminists, which 
overlaps with WoLF in terms of  its activism. In October 2017, 
ǉŦŃ�ǉƾƛƁŃ�Ęǖ�Jõ Ҿǉ�ßĘƄǞŃ�ßƛǖŃǁǉ�´ǞƍƍūǖѠ�ǖŦŃ�ĘƏƏǞĘƄ�ŞĘǖŦŃǁūƏŞ�
of  the religious right. There, in a discussion about ‘Transgen-
ĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƛƄƛŞǼ�ūƏ�ƾǞĳƄūĴ�ǉĴŦƛƛƄǉџ�©ĘǁŃƏǖǉ�ɛ�ŞŦǖ�ĳĘĴƁѠҾ�ǉŦŃ�ǉĘūĻ�ǖŦŃ�
following: “For all of  its recent success, the LGBT alliance is ac-
tually fragile, and the trans activists need the gay rights move-
ment to help legitimize them. Gender identity on its own is just 
a bridge too far. If  you separate the T from the alphabet soup, 
ǶŃҾƄƄ�ŦĘǵŃ�ƍƛǁŃ�ǉǞĴĴŃǉǉѬҺ16

The Christian right sees opposition to ‘transgender ideology’ 
as a wedge issue that can be leveraged to weaken and under-
ƍūƏŃ�ƄŃǉĳūĘƏ�ĘƏĻ�ŞĘǼ�ǁūŞŦǖǉѬ�ÁŦŃ�Jõ �ŦĘǵŃ�ǉƾŃƄƄŃĻ�ƛǞǖ�ǖŦŃ�ǶĘǼǉ�

in which their opposition to the ‘transgender’ movement is in-
separable from their hostility to gay people and to feminism in 
a 2015 report: 

In recent decades, there has been an assault on the sexes. That is, there 
has been an attack on the previously undisputed reality that human 
ŦŶƞǁƑǻ�ŋǳŶ�ŧǳŶŋȈŶŮ�ŶƞȈƙŶǳ�ƿŋƶŶ�Ǎǳ�ƐŶƿŋƶŶ�ѳ�ÀƙŶ�ɹ�ǳǻȈ�ȨŋȧŶ�ǍƐ�Ȉƙƞǻ�ŋȈҵ
tack came from the modern feminist movement and the second from 
the homosexual movement. The third wave of this assault on the 
sexes has been an attack on a basic reality—that all people have a 
ŦƞǍƶǍƑƞŧŋƶ�ǻŶȭѱ�ƞŮŶǁȈƞɹ�ŋŦƶŶ�ŋȈ�ŦƞǳȈƙ�ŋǁŮ�ƞƿƿȐȈŋŦƶŶ�ȈƙǳǍȐƑƙ�ƶƞƐŶѱ�Ȩƙƞŧƙ�
makes them either male or female. The third wave ideology is known 
as the ‘transgender’ movement.17

�ƏŃ� ƛŝ � ǖŦŃ� Jõ Ҿǉ� ŃĘǁƄūŃǁ� ƾĘƍƾŦƄŃǖǉѠ� ҼSƛƍƛǉŃǻǞĘƄ� ĘĴǖūǵūǉǖǉ�
ǶƛǁƁ�ǖƛ�ƏƛǁƍĘƄūȆŃ�ǉŃǻ�ǶūǖŦ�ĳƛǼǉѠҾ�ĴƄĘūƍŃĻ�ǖŦĘǖ�nK�Á�ĘĴǖūǵūǉǖǉ�
want to abolish age of  consent laws and legalize paedophilia.18
The FPA, along with Christian rights groups in general, sup-
ports conversion therapy for lesbians and gay men. In 2017 
Paul Weber, CEO and President until 2020, wrote that “child-
ŦƛƛĻ�ǉŃǻǞĘƄ�ĘĳǞǉŃ�ūǉ�ĴƛƍƍƛƏ�ŝƛǁ�ǖŦƛǉŃ�ǶŦƛ�ǉǖǁǞŞŞƄŃ�ǶūǖŦ�ŦƛҤ
ƍƛǉŃǻǞĘƄ�ŝŃŃƄūƏŞǉѠ�ǖŃƍƾǖĘǖūƛƏǉѠ�ƛǁūŃƏǖĘǖūƛƏ�ĘƏĻ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼѠҺ�ĘƏĻ�
“bans on therapy for minors are an attempt to force acceptance 
ƛŝ �ŦƛƍƛǉŃǻǞĘƄūǖǼ�ǁūŞŦǖ�ūƏǖƛ�ƛǞǁ�ƛǶƏ�ŦƛƍŃǉѬҺ19

We may think we are engaged on a single-issue basis with 
these groups, especially when they appropriate secular, even 
feminist language, but we are also in their crosshairs. The fact 
ǖŦĘǖ�ǖŦŃǼҾǵŃ�ǉŦūɞ� ŃĻ�ǖŦŃūǁ�ĘǖǖŃƏǖūƛƏѠ�ŝƛǁ�ǖŦŃ�ƍƛƍŃƏǖѠ�ǖƛ�ǖǁĘƏǉҤ
women should fool nobody. Gender identity is a wedge issue 
against the whole package of  what is known, in terms of  inter-
ƏĘǖūƛƏĘƄ�ƄĘǶѠ�Ęǉ�Ҽ´�KXҾҠǉŃǻǞĘƄ�ƛǁūŃƏǖĘǖūƛƏ�ĘƏĻ�ŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūҤ
ǖǼҠĘƏĻ�ĘŞĘūƏǉǖ�ŃǵŃǁǼǖŦūƏŞ�ǁŃƾǁŃǉŃƏǖŃĻ�ĳǼ�ǖŦŃ�ƄŃɞ� Ѡ�ūƏĴƄǞĻūƏŞ�
anti-racism and feminism. 

XǖҾǉ�ƛɞ� ŃƏ�ǉǖĘǖŃĻ�ǖŦĘǖ�ǶŃ�ĴĘƏ�ĘŞǁŃŃ�ǶūǖŦ�ǖŦŃ��'J�Ńǖ�ĘƄѬ�ƛƏ�ƛƏŃ�
issue alone, namely biology. But right-wing Christians’ insist-
ŃƏĴŃ�ƛƏ�ҼĳūƛƄƛŞūĴĘƄ�ǁŃĘƄūǖǼҾ�ūǉ�ūƏŃǻǖǁūĴĘĳƄǼ�ǁŃƄĘǖŃĻ�ǖƛ�Ę�ŦƛǉǖūƄūǖǼ�
ǖƛ�ҼƏƛƏҤƾǁƛĴǁŃĘǖūǵŃѠҾ�ǉĘƍŃ�ǉŃǻ�ƍĘǁǁūĘŞŃǉҠǖŦĘǖҾǉ�ǶŦŃǁŃ�ūǖ�ƛǁūŞҤ
inates.20 The religious right’s opposition to the trans rights pro-
ject is rooted in a patriarchal analysis which naturalizes heter-
ƛǉŃǻǞĘƄūǖǼ�ĘƏĻ� ŝŃƍĘƄŃ� ǉǞĳƛǁĻūƏĘǖūƛƏ�ĘƏĻ�ƾƄĘĴŃǉ�ĘƄƄ� ŝŃƍūƏūǉǖѠ�
gay rights, and trans rights movements under the umbrella of  
‘gender ideology.’ This bears no resemblance to our critique of  
transgender politics (which is why some of  us refuse to use the 
term ‘gender ideology’). That is, the religious right’s emphasis 
ƛƏ�ҼǉŃǻҾҤĳĘǉŃĻ�ƄĘƏŞǞĘŞŃ�ūƏ�ƄĘǶ�ĘƏĻ�ƾƛƄūĴǼ�ūǉ�ūƏŃǻǖǁūĴĘĳƄǼ�ƄūƏƁŃĻ�
to a project committed to the continued oppression of  women, 
from the US to Hungary.21

àSæ� �¬1Ѡ�à1Ҿ¬1��¬XÁX´Sѣ

Even amongst those British women who are critical of  allianc-
es between radical feminists and the Christian right, there’s a 
tendency to say that it’s not our circus, until we recall that it 
was made into our circus at the precise point that Julia Long, 
Venice Allan (We Need to Talk) and Posie Parker/Kellie-Jay 
Keen-Minshull (Standing for Women) went to the US as part 
of  a transatlantic week of  political action, Women Stand Up!

©ƛǉūŃ�©ĘǁƁŃǁ�ūǉ�ǖŦŃ�ƁŃǼ�ɛ�ŞǞǁŃ�ŦŃǁŃѠ�ǖŦƛǞŞŦ�ǉŦŃ�ĻƛŃǉ�Əƛǖ�ĻŃɛ�ƏŃ�
herself  as a radical feminist or, indeed, any sort of  feminist. 
´ŦŃҾǉ�ƄƛƏŞ�ĳŃŃƏ�Ę�ĴƛƏǖǁƛǵŃǁǉūĘƄ�ɛ�ŞǞǁŃѠ�ĳǞǖ�ŦŃǁ�ŃɈ� ŃĴǖūǵŃ�ĘƏĻ�ūƍҤ
aginative campaigning style has earned her many fans. I don’t 
intend to address the merits of  any of  the criticisms which 
have been levelled against her politics beyond pointing out 
the simple fact that she provides the most direct link between 
gender-critical feminism and the religious right, as the only 
British member of  HATAC, a coalition between female Chris-
tian-right operatives and radical feminists,22 and as special ad-
visor to WoLF, a post she was awarded earlier this year.23

I suspect that many readers will recall the political rows and 
splits occasioned by the now-infamous Washington trip. WoLF 
state that between 26 January and 2 February 2019, they “col-
laborated with Posie Parker to organize Women Stand Up, a 
week of  gender critical activism that included lobbying and 
ǉƾƛǖƄūŞŦǖūƏŞ�ǉƛĴūĘƄ�ƍŃĻūĘҾǉ�ĴŃƏǉƛǁǉŦūƾ�ƛŝ �ǶƛƍŃƏѬҺ24 Members 
of  HATAC also took part in the week’s actions.25 Women Stand 
Up! involved pickets and discussions which were largely un-
ĴƛƏǖǁƛǵŃǁǉūĘƄѠ�ǶūǖŦ�ƛƏŃ�ǉǖǁūƁūƏŞ�ŃǻĴŃƾǖūƛƏџ�Ę�ƾĘƏŃƄ�Ęǖ�ǖŦŃ�SŃǁҤ
itage Foundation.

The British radical feminist Jean Hatchet pulled out of  the US 
trip when she learnt about this panel.27��ɞ� Ńǁ�ǖŦŃ�ƾǞĳƄūĴĘǖūƛƏ�ƛŝ �
Jean’s blog, a couple of  UK-based ReSisters groups, which had 
planned direct action, dropped out or changed their plans, as 
they wanted no association with the Heritage Foundation. 

The panel discussion was advertised as part of  Women Stand 
Up! on Posie Parker’s website. Entitled ‘The inequality of  the 
1ǀǞĘƄūǖǼ��Ĵǖџ� ƛƏĴŃǁƏǉ�ŝǁƛƍ�ǖŦŃ�ƄŃɞ� ѠҾ�ūǖ�ūƏĴƄǞĻŃĻ�àƛnJ�ƍŃƍҤ
ber Julia Beck and board members Jennifer Chavez and Kara 
Dansky.28
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At the time, many who defended this panel did so on the basis 
ǖŦĘǖ�ūǖ�ǶĘǉ�Ę�ҼƛƏŃ�ƛɘ� Ҿ�ĳǁƛǞŞŦǖ�ƛƏ�ĳǼ�ŃǻĴŃƾǖūƛƏĘƄ�ĴūǁĴǞƍǉǖĘƏĴҤ
ŃǉѠ�ƏĘƍŃƄǼ�ǖŦŃ�ŝĘūƄǞǁŃ�ƛŝ �ƄūĳŃǁĘƄǉ�ĘƏĻ�ǖŦŃ�ƄŃɞ� �ǖƛ�ĘƄƄƛǶ�ĘƏǼ�ƾƄĘǖҤ

form for the anguished testimony of  a Democrat mother of  
Ę� ǖǁĘƏǉҤūĻŃƏǖūɛ�ŃĻ�ĴŦūƄĻѬ� ҌSŃǁ�ĘƏĻ�ƛǖŦŃǁ�ƍƛǖŦŃǁǉҾ�ǶƛǁĻǉ�ǶŃǁŃ�
ǁŃĘĻ�ƛǞǖ�ĳǼ�iŃƏƏūŝŃǁ� ŦĘǵŃȆѬҍ��Ǟǖ�ūǖ�ǶĘǉƏҾǖ�Ę�ƛƏŃ�ƛɈ� ѱ�ǖŦŃǁŃ�ŦĘĻ�
already been an earlier panel in February 2017 involving WoLF 
ĘƏĻ�S�Á� Ѡ�Ҽ�ūƛƄƛŞǼ�ūǉƏҾǖ�ĳūŞƛǖǁǼџ�àŦǼ�ǉŃǻ�ƍĘǖǖŃǁǉ�ūƏ�ǖŦŃ�ĘŞŃ�
of  gender identity.’29

In October 2019, WoLF and HATAC went on to take part in an-
other event, co-hosted by the Heritage Foundation and FPA, 
Ę� Ҽ´Ǟƍƍūǖ� ƛƏ� ƾǁƛǖŃĴǖūƏŞ� ĴŦūƄĻǁŃƏ� ŝǁƛƍ� ǉŃǻǞĘƄūȆĘǖūƛƏѬҾ30 This 
event also included representatives from other religious-right 
groups, namely the ADF and American College of  Pediatri-
cians (AcPeds—a group which arose as a protest against the 
American Academy of  Pediatrics’ support for adoption by gay 
couples).

�ǵŃǁ�ǖŦŃ�ƾĘǉǖ�ŝŃǶ�ǼŃĘǁǉѠ�àƛnJ�ŦĘǉ�ƾĘǁǖƏŃǁŃĻ�ŃǻǖŃƏǉūǵŃƄǼ�ǶūǖŦ�
 z©�ƛǁŞĘƏūȆĘǖūƛƏǉѬ�SŃǁŃҾǉ�Ę�ƄŃǉǉ�ǖŦĘƏ�ŃǻŦĘǞǉǖūǵŃ�ǁƛǞƏĻҤǞƾџ

• Xǁ�wŋȮ�϶ϴϵϽ Jennifer Chavez (WoLF board member) ap-
ƾŃĘǁŃĻ�ǶūǖŦ�ÁƛƏǼ�©ŃǁƁūƏǉ�ҌJõ ҍ�ƛƏ�àĘǉŦūƏŞǖƛƏ�àĘǖĴŦ�ǖƛ�
ĻūǉĴǞǉǉ�ŦƛǶ�ǁĘĻūĴĘƄ�ŝŃƍūƏūǉǖǉ�ĘƏĻ�ǖŦŃ�Jõ �ĴƛǞƄĻ�ǶƛǁƁ�ǖƛҤ
gether to thwart the ‘dangers of  the Equality Act.’31

• Xǁ��ȐƑȐǻȈ�϶ϴϵϽ Penny Nance (CWA) co-hosted a press con-
ference with WoLF at an ADF-organized rally outside the 
Supreme Court. This rally was in support of  a funeral 
home which had sacked a transgender employee.32

• Xǁ�'ŶŧŶƿŦŶǳ�϶ϴϵϽ WoLF partnered with the FPA to oppose 
Drag Queen Story Time.33

• In February 2021 there was a virtual rally against the Equal-
ity Act hosted by the FPA. This was attended by the Her-
ūǖĘŞŃ�JƛǞƏĻĘǖūƛƏѠ�ǖŦŃ�Jõ Ѡ� à�Ѡ�xĘǁĴŦ�ŝƛǁ�nūŝŃѠ�ĘƏĻ�ǖŦŃ�
American Association of  Pro-Life OB/GYNS. WoLF and 
Save Women’s Sports were the only non-religious-right 
participants.34

WoLF’s most consistent partner has been the ADF, a Chris-
tian-right legal powerhouse with over 3,300 allied attorneys 
which was founded in direct response to advances in gay 
rights.35 In addition to taking a donation of  £15,000 (as doc-
umented by Graham),36�ǖŦŃǼ�ŦĘǵŃ�ǞǉŃĻ��'JҤĘɉ� � ƄūĘǖŃĻ�ƄĘǶǼŃǁǉ�
and written Amicus Briefs in defence of  ADF clients on several 
ƛĴĴĘǉūƛƏǉѬ�X�ĻƛƏҾǖ�ƾǁƛƾƛǉŃ�ǖƛ�ĘƏĘƄǼǉŃ�ǖŦŃǉŃ�ĴĘǉŃǉѬ�´Ǟɉ� � ĴŃ�ǖƛ�ǉĘǼ�
they’ve focused on a range of  situations in which, it’s argued, 
ŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼ�ūǉ�ǖĘƁūƏŞ�ƾǁŃĴŃĻŃƏĴŃ�ƛǵŃǁ�ǉŃǻџ�

• Doe v. Boyertown Area School District.37
• Adams v. School Board of St. Johns Co.38
• Harris Funeral Homes v. Equal Employment Opportunity.39
• Hecox v. Little.40
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• Nicholas K. Meriwether v. The Trustees of Shawnee State Univer-
sity, et al.41
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There are now a record number of  transgender-focused bills 
which are passing state legislatures; the majority of  them 
model language provided by ADF and relate to sports and 
medicine. 2021 is also, not coincidentally, on track to be the 
most anti-abortion state legislative session in decades. This 
ūǉ�ƾĘǁǖ�ƛŝ �©ǁƛŽŃĴǖ��ƄūǖȆѠ�Ę� ƄŃŞĘƄ�ƛɈŃƏǉūǵŃ�ǶŦūĴŦ�ūƏǵƛƄǵŃǉ�Ę�Ĵƛ-
alition of  right-wing Christian nationalist groups designed to 
ǁŃǉǖƛǁŃ�Ę�Ҽ ŦǁūǉǖūĘƏ��ƍŃǁūĴĘҾ�ҌǖŦĘǖ�ƏŃǵŃǁ�ǶĘǉҍ�ĳǼ�ɝƛƛĻūƏŞ�ǉǖĘǖŃ�
legislatures with Christianist, dominionist legislation.42

A sense of  emergency, fostered by WoLF and their supporters, 
encourages feminists to lend support to Republican bills which 
claim to safeguard women and children. We are distressed to 
hear of  gender-non-conforming girls embarking on irrevers-
ible medical treatments and young female athletes losing out 
on scholarships to university. Quite rightly, we don’t feel able 
to judge Selina Soule, Chelsea Mitchell, and Alanna Smith, 
young female athletes who gratefully accepted the mighty re-
ǉƛǞǁĴŃǉ�ƛŝ �ǖŦŃ��'J�ūƏ�ǖŦŃ�ĘĳǉŃƏĴŃ�ƛŝ �ĘƏǼ�ƛɈŃǁǉ�ƛŝ �ŦŃƄƾ�ŝǁƛƍ�
the trans-captured ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union).43

But a focus on their individual stories takes us away from the 
larger political question: the wisdom of  feminists embarking 
on a political and legal strategy which indelibly links them to 
the priorities of  an organization which seeks to roll back wom-
en’s rights and the civil rights of  all LGB and GNC people, in-
cluding those who identify as trans. How likely are women like 
the lesbian footballer Megan Rapinoe to re-consider their sup-
port for trans inclusivity, when the main organizations cham-
pioning this cause also oppose equal pay for sportswomen?44

Given the profoundly partisan nature of  contemporary Amer-
ūĴĘƏ�ƾƛƄūǖūĴǉѠ�ǶŦĘǖ�ƾǁƛǉƾŃĴǖ�ūǉ�ǖŦŃǁŃ�ƛŝ �ƄūĳŃǁĘƄǉ�ƛǁ�ƄŃɞūǉǖǉ�ƄƛƛƁ-
ing favourably on legal cases brought by ADF lawyers who 
also try to use the 1st Amendment to enable religious-based 
discrimination against lesbians and gay men or women want-
ing access to contraception and abortion? The law is a blunt 
instrument, in any event, for addressing the deeply rooted, 
ĴǞƄǖǞǁĘƄ�ǉŦūɞǉ�ǶŦūĴŦ�ŦĘǵŃ�ƄŃĻ�ǖƛ�ǖŦŃ�ҼǖǁĘƏǉūƏŞҾ�ƛŝ �ĴŦūƄĻǁŃƏ�ĘƏĻ�
ƍƛǵŃǉ�ǖƛǶĘǁĻǉ�ǖŦŃ�ƾƛƄūǖūĴĘƄ�ŃǁĘǉǞǁŃ�ƛŝ �ǉŃǻѬ�

4thWaveNow have argued that anti-gay politicians aren’t go-
ing to be the ones to change hearts and minds around paedi-
atric transition and have consistently opposed legislation that 
ǶƛǞƄĻ� ĴǁūƍūƏĘƄūȆŃ� ĻƛĴǖƛǁǉ� ƛɈŃǁūƏŞ� ǖǁĘƏǉūǖūƛƏ� ǉŃǁǵūĴŃǉѠ� Əƛǖ�

least because these people are following their own medical or-
ŞĘƏūȆĘǖūƛƏǉҾ� ɝĘǶŃĻ� ŞǞūĻŃƄūƏŃǉѬ� ´ƛƍŃ� ĻŃǖǁĘƏǉūǖūƛƏŃĻ�ǶƛƍŃƏ�
have also strenuously argued against working with the ADF: 
“The ADF and their ilk use hatred and fear of  women, gays and 
lesbians, and trans people to fund and fuel their aspirations 
towards dominance. When right-wing Christians move in to 
use detransitioned people as a tool to further their agenda, we 
must resist and name the harm being done to us—and to oth-
Ńǁǉ�ūƏ�ƛǞǁ�ƏĘƍŃѬҺ45

We also need to understand, whether we like it or not, that the 
Christian right’s opposition to trans ‘health care’ for minors is 
ūƏŃǻǖǁūĴĘĳƄǼ�ĳƛǞƏĻ�Ǟƾ�ǶūǖŦ�ǖŦŃūǁ�ƛƾƾƛǉūǖūƛƏ�ǖƛ�ǼƛǞƏŞ�ƾŃƛƾƄŃҾǉѠ�
particularly girls’, reproductive rights.46 There is no equivalent 
to Gillick competence in the US. Thirty-eight states require pa-
rental involvement in a minor’s decision to have an abortion.47

WoLF’s ‘one note’ activism leads them to oppose the Equality 
�ĴǖѠ�ǶŦūĴŦѠ� ūŝ �ƾĘǉǉŃĻѠ�ǶƛǞƄĻ�ŃǻƾĘƏĻ�ƛƏ�ǖŦŃ�ϜϤϡϟ� ūǵūƄ�¬ūŞŦǖǉ�
Act to include protections against discrimination based on 
ǉŃǻǞĘƄ�ƛǁūŃƏǖĘǖūƛƏ�ĘƏĻ�ŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼ�ūƏ�ĘƄƄ�ĘǁŃĘǉ�ƛŝ �ƄūŝŃѠ�ūƏ-
cluding employment, housing, and public services. At present, 
a patchwork of  state anti-discrimination laws leaves many 
people at risk. Whilst acknowledging that the Act would ben-
Ńɛǖ�ŞĘǼ�ƾŃƛƾƄŃѠ�àƛnJ�ƏƛƏŃǖŦŃƄŃǉǉ�ĘǉƁŃĻ�ǖŦŃūǁ��ƍŃǁūĴĘƏ�ǉǞƾ-
porters to write to their representatives in the House and ask 
ǖŦŃƍ�ǖƛ�ҹǵƛǖŃ�z�Һ�ƛƏ�ǖŦŃ�1ǀǞĘƄūǖǼ��ĴǖѬ48 The Coalition for the 
Feminist Amendments to the Equality Act, on the other hand, 
ƛɈŃǁŃĻ�ĘƏ�ĘƄǖŃǁƏĘǖūǵŃ�ǉǖǁĘǖŃŞǼѠ�ƛƏŃ�ǶŦūĴŦ�ǁŃĴƛŞƏūȆŃĻ�ǖŦŃ�ƏŃ-
ĴŃǉǉūǖǼ�ƛŝ �ŃǻƾĘƏĻŃĻ�ĴūǵūƄ� ǁūŞŦǖǉ� ŝƛǁ�ĳƛǖŦ�ŞĘǼ�ĘƏĻ� ǖǁĘƏǉҤūĻŃƏ-
ǖūɛŃĻ�ƾŃƛƾƄŃ�ǶŦūƄǉǖ�ƾǁƛǖŃĴǖūƏŞ�ǖŦŃ�ūƏǖŃǁŃǉǖǉ�ƛŝ �ǶƛƍŃƏ�Ęǉ�Ę�ǉŃǻ�
class.49
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It isn’t only WoLF who are engaged in these partnerships. 
àSõ �È´��ūǉ�ĘƄǉƛ�ūƍƾƄūĴĘǖŃĻѬ�ÁŦŃūǁ�ǶŃĳǉūǖŃ�ǉǖĘǖŃ�ǖŦŃūǁ�Ęūƍǉџ�
ҹÁŦŃ�'ŃĴƄĘǁĘǖūƛƏ� ƛƏ�àƛƍŃƏҾǉ� ´ŃǻҤ�ĘǉŃĻ�¬ūŞŦǖǉ�ǶĘǉ� ĴǁŃĘǖŃĻ�
ĳǼ� ǖŦŃ� ŝƛǞƏĻŃǁǉ�ƛŝ �àSõ � ǖƛ� ƄƛĳĳǼ�ƏĘǖūƛƏǉ� ǖƛ�ƍĘūƏǖĘūƏ� ƄĘƏ-
ŞǞĘŞŃ�ƾǁƛǖŃĴǖūƏŞ�ǶƛƍŃƏ�ĘƏĻ�ŞūǁƄǉ�ƛƏ� ǖŦŃ�ĳĘǉūǉ�ƛŝ � ǉŃǻ� ǁĘǖŦŃǁ�
ǖŦĘƏ�ҹŞŃƏĻŃǁҺ�ƛǁ�ҹŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼѬҺҾ50 Although the only named 
authors of  the Declaration are three British radical feminists, 
ūǖ�ŦĘǉ�ǉūŞƏĘǖǞǁŃǉ� ŝǁƛƍ�Ę�ǵĘǁūŃǖǼ�ƛŝ �ĴƛǞƏǖǁūŃǉѠ�ĘƏĻ�ǖŦŃ�àSõ �
campaign, whilst driven from the US and UK, has chapters 
around the world and hosts international webinars. 

ÈƏǖūƄ�ǁŃĴŃƏǖƄǼѠ�àSõ �ĘƾƾŃĘǁŃĻ�ǖƛ�ĳŃ�ĘƏ�ĘǞǖƛƏƛƍƛǞǉ�ŝŃƍūƏūǉǖ�
organization with no links to the same organizations as WoLF. 
lŃǼ�àSõ �ĘĴǖūǵūǉǖǉѠ�ūƏĴƄǞĻūƏŞ�´ŦŃūƄĘ�iŃɈǁŃǼǉѠ�ĻŃŝŃƏĻŃĻ�ǶƛǁƁ-
ing with the right on a ‘strategic’ basis, but there was no rea-

ǉƛƏ�ǖƛ�ǖŦūƏƁ�àSõ �ǶŃǁŃ�ŃƏŞĘŞŃĻ�ūƏ�ǉǞĴŦ�ǁŃƄĘǖūƛƏǉŦūƾǉ�ǖŦŃƍ-
selves.51 In July, however, Katherine M. Acosta wrote a piece for 
àSõ �È´�Ҿǉ�ǶŃĳǉūǖŃ�ǶŦūĴŦ�ĻūǉĘĳǞǉŃĻ�ƍŃ�ƛŝ �ǖŦūǉ�ūƄƄǞǉūƛƏџ

Already connected with a network of groups working to protect wom-
en’s sex-based rights, through her prior work with Hands Across the 
�ƞǻƶŶѱ�җkŋǳŋҘ�'ŋǁǻƳȮ�ǳŶǰǳŶǻŶǁȈŶŮ�ßSõ �Ç³��ӊƞǁ�ŋ�ǁŋȈƞǍǁŋƶ�ŧǍŋƶƞ-
tion to protect women’s sports, loosely referred to as the Title IX coa-
lition.” The group included Women’s Liberation Front (WoLF), Save 
Women’s Sports, and “a handful of conservative organizations with 
whom we disagree on many topics.”52

We aren’t told which ‘conservative’ organizations, but can rea-
sonably assume they are ones within the CNP stable, as with 
WoLF. 

ÁŦŃǁŃ�ĘǁŃ�ĴƛƏǉūĻŃǁĘĳƄŃ�ƛǵŃǁƄĘƾǉ�ĳŃǖǶŃŃƏ�àƛnJ�ĘƏĻ�àSõ Ѡ�ūƏ�
terms of  UK- and US-based activists who play the leading roles 
ĘĴǁƛǉǉ� ĳƛǖŦ� ŞǁƛǞƾǉѬ� ÁŦūǉ� ƛɈŃǁǉ� ǉƛƍŃ� ŃǻƾƄĘƏĘǖūƛƏ� Ęǉ� ǖƛ�ǶŦǼ�
they’ve ended up embracing the same strategy. Kara Dansky, 
former WoLF Board Chair and attorney, is now the Chair of  
àSõ Ҿǉ� ƛƍƍūǖǖŃŃ�ƛƏ�nĘǶ�ĘƏĻ�nŃŞūǉƄĘǖūƛƏѬ�àƛnJ�ĘƏĻ�àSõ �
ĴƛƛƾŃǁĘǖŃ�ūƏ�Ę�ǵĘǁūŃǖǼ�ƛŝ �ǶĘǼǉџ�ŞƛūƏŞ�ĳĘĴƁ�ǖƛ�ūǖǉ�ƛǁūŞūƏǉѠ�àSõ �
was launched in New York in March 2019 at an event hosted by 
WoLF.53

X�ƛɈŃǁ�Əƛ�ĴǁūǖūĴūǉƍ�ƛŝ �ǖŦŃ�ǶƛƍŃƏ�ǶŦƛ�ŦĘǵŃ�ĘĻĻŃĻ�ǖŦŃūǁ�ƏĘƍŃǉ�
as signatories to the Declaration or who enjoy or contribute 
ǖƛ�àSõ �ǶŃĳūƏĘǁǉѬ� X� ĻƛƏҾǖ� ǶĘƏǖ� ǖƛ� ƍĘƁŃ� ҼŞǞūƄǖ� ĳǼ� ĘǉǉƛĴūĘ-
tion’ claims in the absence of  concrete information that local 
chapters are either working with the far and religious right or 
support such political relationships in principle. Radical and 
ƄŃɞҤǶūƏŞ� ŝŃƍūƏūǉǖǉ�ĘǁŃ� ƄƛƛƁūƏŞ� ŝƛǁ� ūƏǖŃǁƏĘǖūƛƏĘƄ�ĘƄƄūŃǉ� ūƏ� ǖŦŃ�
ɛŞŦǖ�ĘŞĘūƏǉǖ� ǖŦŃ�ƾƛƄūǖūĴĘƄ�ŃǁĘǉǞǁŃ�ƛŝ �ǉŃǻ� ūƏ�ƛɞŃƏ�ĴŦĘƄƄŃƏŞūƏŞ�
ĴūǁĴǞƍǉǖĘƏĴŃǉѬ� XǖҾǉ�àSõ �È´� ĘƏĻ�Èl�ǶŦƛ� ĘǁŃ� ūƍƾƄūĴĘǖŃĻ� ūƏ�
this worrying direction of  travel and it’s they who need to spell 
out precisely who they are working with, so that women can 
make an informed choice as to whether to support them or not.
 
©�nXÁX �n� �z´1«È1z 1´�

�ǁūǖūǉŦ�ŝŃƍūƏūǉǖǉ�ĘǁŃѠ�ĳǼ�ĻŃɛƏūǖūƛƏѠ�Ęǖ�Ę�ĻūǉǖĘƏĴŃ�ŝǁƛƍ�ǖŦŃ�ƾƛ-
litical alignments of  feminists in the US. But we can and do 
make choices which lend credibility to the Christian right.

We saw, quite starkly, the impact of  a myopic focus on trans-
gender politics at the time of  the last US election, with high 
ƾǁƛɛƄŃ�ŞŃƏĻŃǁҤĴǁūǖūĴĘƄ�ҼƏĘƍŃǉҾ�ŃƏĻƛǁǉūƏŞ�ÁǁǞƍƾѠ�Ęǉ�ŦūŞŦƄūŞŦǖ-
ed by Julie Bindel.54 Posie Parker argued, “On the issues I care 
ĘĳƛǞǖѠ� X�ǶƛǞƄĻ� ǉĘǼ� ǖŦĘǖ�ÁǁǞƍƾ� ūǉ�ƍǼ�ƍĘƏѬҺ55 In addition, she 

ĘǉǉŃǁǖŃĻ�ǖŦĘǖ��ūĻŃƏ�ǶƛǞƄĻ�ҹƾǞǖ�ĘƏ�ŃƏĻ�ǖƛ�ĘƄƄ�ǶƛƍŃƏҾǉ�ǁūŞŦǖǉѠҺ�Ę�
ĴƄĘūƍ�ǶŦūĴŦ�ƾǁƛǵƛƁŃĻ�ɛŃǁĴŃ�ĘǁŞǞƍŃƏǖǉ�ƛƏ�ǉƛĴūĘƄ�ƍŃĻūĘѬ56

It’s easy to assume that an ‘anti-trans’ vote by disenchanted, 
former Democrat-voting women could scarcely have swung 
the election either way, but US elections are determined by a 
handful of  states thanks to the vagaries of  the Electoral Col-
lege and closely drawn voting districts. Lending credibility to 
the current GOP platform was a high-risk strategy.

At this stage, ignorance of  or willingness to overlook the dan-
gerous views of  theocratic fascists leads to an ongoing situa-
tion where the gender-critical and radical feminist ecosphere 
is, at times, populated with anti-trans articles from Republi-
can and religious-right sources including the Federalist, the 
Daily Caller and LifeSiteNews. It’s argued that we can engage 
in selective reading without it corrupting our overall politics. 
I would be more reassured, on that score, if  right-wing tropes 
weren’t now so noticeable in gender-critical discussions on so-
cial media. You have been luckier than me if  you’ve failed to 
see any of  the following: the downplaying of  the far-right ele-
ment of  global anti-lockdown protests; false claims about BLM 
and Antifa being responsible for as much, or more, political 
ǵūƛƄŃƏĴŃ�Ęǉ� ǖŦŃ�ǶŦūǖŃ�ǉǞƾǁŃƍĘĴūǉǖ�ǁūŞŦǖѱ�ĴƄĘūƍǉ�ǖŦĘǖ�ǉŃǻ�ŃĻǞ-
ĴĘǖūƛƏ� ūƏ�ǉĴŦƛƛƄǉ� ūǉ� ǁƛǞǖūƏŃƄǼ�ƾǁƛƍƛǖūƏŞ� ǖŦŃ�ǉŃǻǞĘƄūȆĘǖūƛƏ�ƛŝ �
children; the slamming of  ‘critical race theory’ as a scourge in 
American schools; the suggestion that Drag Queen Story time 
constitutes child ‘grooming’ and that the ultimate aim of  the 
LGBT movement is the normalization of  paedophilia. It’s not 
that there is no legitimate social critique to be made on any of  
ǖŦŃǉŃ�ūǉǉǞŃǉѠ�ĳǞǖ�ŝŃŃĻūƏŞ�ŝĘƄǉŃ�ĘƏĻ�ŃǻĘŞŞŃǁĘǖŃĻ�ǁūŞŦǖҤǶūƏŞ�ƏĘǁ-
ratives is not a contribution to such a critique. 

ÁŦŃǁŃ� ŦĘǉ� ĘƄǉƛ� ĳŃŃƏ� Ę� ǉūŞƏūɛĴĘƏǖ� ĘƏĻ� ǖǁƛǞĳƄūƏŞ� ǉƄūƾƾĘŞŃ� ǖƛ-
wards the kind of  moralistic, puritan language that religious 
ŦƛƍƛƾŦƛĳŃǉ� ǞǉŃ� ǖƛ� ĻŃǉĴǁūĳŃ� ҼǉŃǻǞĘƄ� ĻŃǵūĘƏǖǉҾ� ĘƏĻ� ҼƾŃǁǵŃǁǖǉѠҾ�
which a minority of  radical feminists, including in the UK, are 
ĘĻƛƾǖūƏŞ�ūƏ�ǁŃƄĘǖūƛƏ�ǖƛ�ǖǁĘƏǉǶƛƍŃƏѠ�ǶŦƛ�ĘǁŃ�ŃǻĴƄǞǉūǵŃƄǼ�ĴŦĘǁ-
acterized as being abusive, fetishistic autogynephiles. 

àŦūƄŃ�ǶƛƍŃƏ�ĘƏĻ�ŞūǁƄǉ�ĘǁŃ�ĴŃǁǖĘūƏƄǼ�Ęǖ�ǁūǉƁ�ŝǁƛƍ�ƍĘƄŃ�ǉŃǻǞĘƄ�
violence and harassment in public spaces, as feminists have 
ĘƄǶĘǼǉ�ƁƏƛǶƏѠ�ǖŦŃ�ǵĘǉǖ�ƍĘŽƛǁūǖǼ�ƛŝ �ĴŦūƄĻ�ǉŃǻǞĘƄ�ĘĳǞǉŃ�ūǉ�ĴĘǁ-
ried out within the family by males we know and within reli-
gious and educational settings, which have enjoyed consid-
erable protection from scrutiny. It is important to be alive to 
the fact that the religious right is ideologically committed to  

 �zÁXzÈ1�¬1�'XzK��z�©�K1�ϦϨϦ

78 79



District Court for the Middle District of  Georgia Macon Division, 
 ŃƏǖŃǁ� ŝƛǁ�  ƛƏǉǖūǖǞǖūƛƏĘƄ� ¬ūŞŦǖǉѠ� ĴĴǁŽǞǉǖūĴŃѬƛǁŞѲǉūǖŃǉѲĻŃŝĘǞƄǖѲɛƄŃǉѲĘǖ-
tach/2021/04/65_4-22-21_DOJ-SOI_w.pdf.
  
11Lierre Keith, ‘RadFems respond, 2014,’ Women’s Liberation Front, 
YouTube, 28 May 2014, youtu.be/AcRZqGpTU9A.
  
12Keith.
  
13Noam Chomsky and Edward S. Herman, Manufacturing Consent (New 
York, NY: Pantheon Books), p. 306.
  
14�ƄƄūĘƏĴŃ�'ŃŝŃƏĻūƏŞ�JǁŃŃĻƛƍѠ�Ҽ�ĳƛǞǖ�ÈǉѠҾ�ĘĻɝŃŞĘƄѬƛǁŞѲĘĳƛǞǖҤǞǉѬ
  
15John Newsinger, ‘The Christian right, the Republican party and Don-
ald Trump,’ International Socialism: A Quarterly Review of Socialist Theory, 
10 January 2020, isj.org.uk/christian-right-republican.
  
16Toni DeLancey, ‘Concerned Women for America partners with 
Women’s Liberation Front to stand up for women and girls,’ Con-
cerned Women for America, 8 October 2019, concernedwomen.org/
concerned-women-for-america-partners-with-womens-liberation-
front-to-stand-up-for-women-and-girls.
  
17ҼÁŦŃ�ūƏŃǀǞĘƄūǖǼ�ƛŝ �ǖŦŃ�1ǀǞĘƄūǖǼ��Ĵǖџ� ƛƏĴŃǁƏǉ�ŝǁƛƍ�ǖŦŃ�ƄŃɞѠҾ�ÁŦŃ�SŃǁūǖ-
age Foundation, YouTube, 28 January 2019, youtu.be/HMj9MOuRswc.
  
18Natasha Chart and Penny Nance, ‘Feminists, conservatives join forc-
Ńǉ�ǖƛ�ƛƾƾƛǉŃ�ҹ1ǀǞĘƄūǖǼ��ĴǖѠҺҾ�¬ŃĘƄ� ƄŃĘǁ�©ƛƄūǖūĴǉѠ�ϡ�xĘǼ�ϝϛϜϤѠ�ǁŃĘƄĴƄŃĘǁ-
politics.com/articles/2019/05/06/feminists_conservatives_join_forc-
es_to_oppose_equality_act_14026.
  
19Whittier, Nancy, ‘Rethinking coalitions: Anti-pornography fem-
inists, conservatives, and relationships between collaborative ad-
versarial movements,’ Social Problems, 61 (2014), 75-193, doi:10.1525/
ǉƾѬϝϛϜϟѬϜϝϜϠϜѠ� ǉƍūǖŦѬŃĻǞѲǉūǖŃǉѲĻŃŝĘǞƄǖѲɛƄŃǉѲƍŃĻūĘѲJĘĴǞƄǖǼѲ¬ŃǖŦūƏƁ-
ūƏŞԮϝϛ ƛĘƄūǖūƛƏǉԮϝϛ´ƛĴūĘƄԮϝϛ©ǁƛĳƄŃƍǉԮϝϛƾƛǉǖƾǁūƏǖѬƾĻŝѬ
  
20Ta-Nehisi Coates, ‘The great schism,’ The Atlantic Magazine, 18 Oc-
tober 2011, theatlantic.com/national/archive/2011/10/the-great-
schism/246640.
  
21‘Stand against racist critical race theory,’ Concerned Women for 
America, 2021, concernedwomen.org/stand-against-racist-criti-
cal-race-theory; ‘Critical race theory,’ Family Policy Alliance, 5 August 
2021, familypolicyalliance.com/issues/2021/08/05/critical-race-theo-
ǁǼѱ�SŃǁūǖĘŞŃ�1ǻƾƄĘūƏǉѠ� ҼSƛǶ�ǖƛ� ūĻŃƏǖūŝǼ�ĴǁūǖūĴĘƄ�ǁĘĴŃ�ǖŦŃƛǁǼѠҾ�ÁŦŃ�SŃǁ-
ūǖĘŞŃ� JƛǞƏĻĘǖūƛƏѠ� ϝϛϝϜѠ� ŦŃǁūǖĘŞŃѬƛǁŞѲĴūǵūƄҤǉƛĴūŃǖǼѲŦŃǁūǖĘŞŃҤŃǻƾƄĘūƏǉѲ
how-identify-critical-race-theory; David Smith, ‘How Tucker Carlson 
and the far right embraced Hungary’s authoritarian leader,’ The Observ-
er, 7 August 2021, theguardian.com/media/2021/aug/07/tucker-carl-
son-hungary-viktor-orban-donald-trump.
  
22M. N. Lafrance and S. McKenzie-Mohr, ‘The DSM and Its Lure of  Le-
gitimacy,’ Feminism & Psychology, 23.1 (2013), 119-40.
  
23Cathy Brennan and Elizabeth Hungerford, ‘2011 letter to the UN on 
ҹŞŃƏĻŃǁ� ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼҺ� ƄŃŞūǉƄĘǖūƛƏѠҾ� ´Ńǻ� xĘǖǖŃǁǉѠ� ǉŃǻƏƛǖŞŃƏĻŃǁѬĴƛƍѲŞŃƏ-

ĻŃǁҤūĻŃƏǖūǖǼҤƄŃŞūǉƄĘǖūƛƏҤĘƏĻҤǖŦŃҤŃǁƛǉūƛƏҤƛŝҤǉŃǻҤĳĘǉŃĻҤƄŃŞĘƄҤƾǁƛǖŃĴ-
tions-for-females.
  
24Kara Dansky, ‘Women’s rights groups join bipartisan outrage at Bid-
en order,’ Tucker CarlsonѠ� Jƛǻ�zŃǶǉѠ� ϝϞ� iĘƏǞĘǁǼ� ϝϛϝϜѠ� ǵūĻŃƛѬŝƛǻƏŃǶǉѬ
ĴƛƍѲǵѲϡϝϝϠϟϤϛϜϠϡϛϛϜѩǉƾԔǉŦƛǶҤĴƄūƾǉѬ
  
25Content Note: antisemitism. We’re providing this link because we think it 
is important to evidence this allegation; we would advise readers that some 
of the content here may be disturbing. Jennifer Bilek, Facebook post, 
Webcache, 27 January 2021, webcache.googleusercontent.com/
ǉŃĘǁĴŦѭǀԔĴĘĴŦŃԮϞ�ϠæàŝƛàǀÁĘȆǉiԮϞ�ŦǖǖƾǉԮϞ�ԮϝJԮϝJǶ-
ǶǶѬŝĘĴŃĳƛƛƁѬĴƛƍԮϝJŞǁƛǞƾǉԮϝJϡϝϣϛϤϣϞϝϟϞϢϡϢϣϞԮϝJƾŃǁƍĘƄ-
ūƏƁԮϝJϢϞϤϢϤϟϤϢϞϝϛϢϜϜϢԮϝJԮϝϛךĴĻԔϜךŦƄԔŃƏךĴǖԔĴƄƏƁךŞƄԔǞǉѬ�
  
26Elizabeth Hungerford, ‘Bad things and very bad things: Feminists 
ǶƛǁƁūƏŞ�ǶūǖŦ�ǖŦŃ�ǁŃƄūŞūƛǞǉ�ǁūŞŦǖѠҾ�´Ńǻ�xĘǖǖŃǁǉѠ�Ϡ�JŃĳǁǞĘǁǼ�ϝϛϝϛѠ�ǉŃǻ-
notgender.com/2020/02/05/bad-things-and-very-bad-things-femi-
nists-working-with-the-religious-right.
  
27ҼJĘƍūƄǼ�©ƛƄūĴǼ��ƄƄūĘƏĴŃך��ǞƏūǀǞŃ� ĴƛĘƄūǖūƛƏ� ƄĘǞƏĴŦ�ɛǁǉǖҤŃǵŃǁ�ƾĘǁŃƏǖ�
guide on transgender issues,’ Family Policy Alliance, October 2018, 
familypolicyalliance.com/press-releases/family-policy-alliance- 
ǞƏūǀǞŃҤĴƛĘƄūǖūƛƏҤƄĘǞƏĴŦҤɛǁǉǖҤŃǵŃǁҤƾĘǁŃƏǖҤŞǞūĻŃҤƛƏҤǖǁĘƏǉŞŃƏĻŃǁҤūǉ-
sues.
  
28Gabby Orr, ‘The wedge issue that’s dividing Trumpworld,’ Politico, 8 
July 2020, politico.com/news/magazine/2020/08/07/wedge-issue-di-
viding-trumpworld-392323. 
  
29‘WoLF submits Amicus Brief  in Idaho fairness in women’s sports 
case,’ Women’s Liberation Front, 20 November 2020, womenslibera-
ǖūƛƏŝǁƛƏǖѬƛǁŞѲƏŃǶǉѲŦŃĴƛǻҤƄūǖǖƄŃҤĘƍūĴǞǉҤĳǁūŃŝҤɛƄŃĻѬ�
  
30ҼSŃĴƛǻ�ǵѬ�nūǖǖƄŃѠҾ�� nÈѬƛǁŞѠ�ϜϞ��ĴǖƛĳŃǁ�ϝϛϝϜѠ�ĘĴƄǞѬƛǁŞѲĴĘǉŃǉѲŦŃĴƛǻҤǵҤ
little. 
  
31´ŃŃ� JƄƛǁūĻĘ� ´ŃƏĘǖŃ� �ūƄƄ� ϜϛϝϣѠ� ɝǉŃƏĘǖŃѬŞƛǵѲ´ŃǉǉūƛƏѲ�ūƄƄѲϝϛϝϜѲϜϛϝϣѲ
�ūƄƄÁŃǻǖѲŃǁѲ©'JѬ�
  
32See Montana House Bill 112, ‘Require interscholastic athletes to 
ƾĘǁǖūĴūƾĘǖŃ�ǞƏĻŃǁ� ǉŃǻ� ĘǉǉūŞƏŃĻ� Ęǖ� ĳūǁǖŦѠҾ� nŃŞū´ĴĘƏѠ� ƄŃŞūǉĴĘƏѬĴƛƍѲxÁѲ
ǖŃǻǖѲS�ϜϜϝѲūĻѲϝϞϣϟϟϤϣ� ĘƏĻ� ҼÁŃǉǖūƍƛƏǼ�ƛŝ �ßĘŽǁĘ�xĘѠ� ŦĘūǁѠ�àƛƍŃƏҾǉ�
Human Rights Campaign USA’ in support of  House Bill 112, womens-
ĻŃĴƄĘǁĘǖūƛƏǞǉĘѬĴƛƍѲǶƾҤĴƛƏǖŃƏǖѲǞƾƄƛĘĻǉѲϝϛϝϜѲϛϢѲàSõ ѶÁŃǉǖūƍƛ-
ny_MT-HB112-1-18-21.pdf. 
  
33Ҽ´ǞĳƾĘǁǖ� 'Ҡ'ūǉĴǁūƍūƏĘǖūƛƏ� ƛƏ� ǖŦŃ� ĳĘǉūǉ� ƛŝ � ǉŃǻ� ūƏ� ŃĻǞĴĘǖūƛƏ� ƾǁƛ-
ŞǁĘƍǉ�ƛǁ�ĘĴǖūǵūǖūŃǉ�ƾǁƛŦūĳūǖŃĻџ�Ϟϟ� Jõל��ϜϛϡѬϟϜ��ǖŦƄŃǖūĴǉѠҾ�nŃŞĘƄ�XƏŝƛǁ-
mation Institute, Cornell University Law School, law.cornell.edu/cfr/
ǖŃǻǖѲϞϟѲϜϛϡѬϟϜѬ
  
34Linda Blade and Barbara Kay, Unsporting: How Trans Activism and Sci-
ence Denial Are Destroying Sport (Toronto: Rebel News Network, 2021), p. 
77.
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dressing the wide-scale abuse of  women and children they 
have always sanctioned. It worries me that the ascent of  ‘one 
note’ GC feminism has coincided with a greatly narrowed fo-
cus on stranger danger. We know the history of  PIE and NAM-
BLA. It is true that gender-self-ID policies and laws are suscep-
tible to being abused by predatory males seeking readier access 
to women and children. But our capacity to identify and credi-
bly resist this phenomenon is weakened when we start echoing 
moralistic-sounding religious-right talking points from peo-
ple who consider that gay men and transwomen are likelier to 
be abusers of  children than ‘family men.’ 
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It’s too easy to turn away from the US political situation on the 
basis that the religious right has no power in the UK. This is to 
ūŞƏƛǁŃ�ǖŦŃ�ŝĘĴǖ�ǖŦŃ��'J�XƏǖŃǁƏĘǖūƛƏĘƄ�ŦĘǉ�ĘƏ�ƛɉĴŃ�ūƏ�nƛƏĻƛƏ�
and is very active in ‘religious freedom’ cases and anti-abor-
tion campaigning over here.57 It’s also to ignore the voices of  
radical, socialist feminists in the States who are angered by 
British feminists bolstering ruthless anti-feminists, wheth-
er wittingly or not. If  we look at the far and religious right in 
ĘƏ�ūƏǖŃǁƏĘǖūƛƏĘƄ�ĴƛƏǖŃǻǖѠ�ǁĘǖŦŃǁ�ǖŦĘƏ�ǉūƍƾƄǼ�ŝǁƛƍ�ǖŦŃ��ǁūǖūǉŦ�
vantage point, these connections matter: “28 US Christian 
right organizations have spent at least $280 million around 
the world since 2007. More of  this money was spent in Europe 
ǖŦĘƏ�ūƏ�ĘƏǼ�ƛǖŦŃǁ�ǁŃŞūƛƏ�ҌӔϤϛ�ƍūƄƄūƛƏҍѬҺ58

How did we reach a point where radical feminists are working 
with people whose anti-women agenda has been so clear in the 
last four years, if  not for their entire political history? Trump’s 
record on women’s rights speaks for itself.59 We have seen that 
the Christian right’s opposition to civil rights for trans-iden-
ǖūɛŃĻ�ƾŃƛƾƄŃ�ūǉ�ūƏǉŃƾĘǁĘĳƄŃ�ŝǁƛƍ�ǖŦŃūǁ�ŦƛǉǖūƄūǖǼ�ǖƛ�ŃǀǞĘƄ�ǁūŞŦǖǉ�
for lesbians and gay men. We have seen this in relation to their 
attacks on lesbian and gay parenting.60 We have seen it in their 
support for anti-gay discrimination in employment.61 And we 
have also seen it in warning shots across the bow in relation to 
marriage equality.62

àŦūƄǉǖ�ĴƄĘūƍūƏŞ�ǖƛ�ĳŃ�ŝǁūŃƏĻǉ�ǖƛ�ǶƛƍŃƏ�ƛƏ�ǖŦŃ�ĳĘǉūǉ�ƛŝ �ɛŞŦǖūƏŞ�
ŝƛǁ� ƛǞǁ� ҼǉŃǻҤĳĘǉŃĻ� ǁūŞŦǖǉѠҾ� ǖŦŃ��'J�ĘǁŃ� ĴǁĘɞūƏŞ� ĘƏĻ�ƾǁƛƍƛǖ-

ing the most draconian abortion laws: Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization, a pending US Supreme Court case, deals 
with the constitutionality of  a 2018 Mississippi state law that 
ĳĘƏƏŃĻ� ĘĳƛǁǖūƛƏ� ƛƾŃǁĘǖūƛƏǉ� ĘɞŃǁ� ǖŦŃ�ɛǁǉǖ� ϜϠ�ǶŃŃƁǉ� ƛŝ � ƾǁŃŞ-
ƏĘƏĴǼѬ�XǖҾǉ�ǖŦŃ�ɛǁǉǖ�ĘĳƛǁǖūƛƏ�ĴĘǉŃ�ǖƛ�ĳŃ�ĘǁŞǞŃĻ�ĳŃŝƛǁŃ�ǖŦŃ�ĴƛǞǁǖǉ�
with all three of  Trump’s conservative appointees and could 
overturn the precedent set by Roe v. Wade. A conservative ma-
jority was secured by the newest justice to join the bench, Amy 
Coney Barrett, who has documented ties to the ADF.63 
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ƾŃƛƾƄŃ�ĘƏĻ�ƍŃƏ�ǁŃūƏ�ǖƛ�ĻŃɛƏŃ�ǖŦŃūǁ�ǖŃǁƍǉ�ĘƏĻ�ǁūŞŦǖǉ�ŦƛǶŃǵŃǁ�
they like whenever they like. �Ǽ�ƏŃǵŃǁ� ĴƄŃĘǁƄǼ� ĻŃɛƏūƏŞ� ҼŞŃƏ-
ĻŃǁҾ�ƛǁ�ҼŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼѠҾ�ĘƏĻ�ĳǼ�Əƛǖ�ǉŃǖǖūƏŞ�ĘƏǼ�ǉǖĘƏĻĘǁĻ�ŝƛǁ�
ƍŃĻūĴĘƄ�ǖǁĘƏǉūǖūƛƏѠ�SõϠ�ǶƛǞƄĻ�ƍĘƁŃ�´ŃƄŝҤX'�ǖŦŃ�ƄĘǶ�ƛŝ�ǖŦŃ�
land. Despite protestations to the contrary by transactivists, 
this arrangement means that women’s and LGB rights will re-
main as they are where they do not regress. And regression is very 
possible.

ÁŦŃǁŃ�ūǉ�Ę�ǵūǁǖǞƛǞǉ�ūƍƾǞƄǉŃ�ĳŃŦūƏĻ�SõϠҠǖƛ�ūƏĴƄǞĻŃ�nK��ĘƏĻ�
trans people, and people with disabilities, in the civil protec-
ǖūƛƏǉ�ĘɈƛǁĻŃĻ�ĳǼ�ǖŦŃ� ūǵūƄ�¬ūŞŦǖǉ��Ĵǖ�ƛŝ � ϜϤϡϟѬ� Xǖ�ǶĘƏǖǉ� ǖƛ�Ļƛ�
what the UK Equality Act did in 2010: get all the protections 
together in one place. It just ‘happens’ that it erases women by 
making men-also-women. 

'ūǉĴǁūƍūƏĘǖūƛƏ� ĘŞĘūƏǉǖ� ǖǁĘƏǉŞŃƏĻŃǁѠ� ǖǁĘƏǉǉŃǻǞĘƄѠ� ĘƏĻ� nK��
people is precisely a matter of sex discrimination, and as such need 
Əƛǖ�ĳŃ�ƍĘĻŃ� ǖƛ� ĴƛƏɝūĴǖ�ǶūǖŦ� ǖŦŃ� ǁūŞŦǖǉ�ƛŝ �ǶƛƍŃƏѬ�´ŃŃ�ƾĘŞŃǉ�
88-91 for a careful feminist analysis of  the Bostock judgement, 
which protects LGBT people from employment discrimination 
ƛƏ�ǖŦŃ�ĳĘǉūǉ�ǖŦĘǖ�ǖŦūǉ�ūǉ�Ę�ŝƛǁƍ�ƛŝ �ǉŃǻ�ĻūǉĴǁūƍūƏĘǖūƛƏѠ�ĘƄǁŃĘĻǼ�
prohibited by Title VII. 

ªȐƞŧƳ�'ƞǻŧƶŋƞƿŶǳѰ�X�ŋƿ�ǁǍȈ�ŋǁ�ŋȈȈǍǳǁŶȮ�Ǎǳ�ŋ� ƶŋȨ�ǻŧƙǍƶŋǳѽ�X�ŋǳƑȐŶ�ɹǳǻȈ�
as a philosopher. There are some very basic errors of logic here that will 
ƙŋȧŶ�ǳŶŋƶҵȨǍǳƶŮ�ŶɦŶŧȈǻѽ�wȮ�ǻŶŧǍǁŮ�ǰŶǳǻǰŶŧȈƞȧŶ�ƞǻ�ŋǻ�ŋ�ǻǍŧƞŋƶ�ưȐǻȈƞŧŶ�ŋŮȧǍ-
cate and organizer. Below, by my own reason, and my reading of others, 
X�ǰŋǳŋƶƶŶƶ� ȈƙŶ�ŋǳƑȐƿŶǁȈǻ�ǰȐȈ� ƐǍǳȨŋǳŮ�ŋƑŋƞǁǻȈ�Ǎǳ�ƿǍŮƞƐȮƞǁƑ�SõϹ� ҝŋǁŮ�
�ƞŮŶǁӏǻ�1��ϵϷϽϼϼҞѽ�ÀƙŶǻŶ�ŋǳƑȐƿŶǁȈǻ�ŋǳŶ�ƿǍǻȈ�ǳǍŦȐǻȈƶȮ�ƿŋŮŶ�ŋǁŮ�ƶǍŦ-
bied for by the Women’s Collective on Law and Policy and Feminists in 
Struggle (FIST).26

One problem is the ŮŶɹǁƞȈƞǍǁǻ�ūƏ�SõϠ and the scope which ap-
plies them to all�ƾǁŃǵūƛǞǉ�ĴūǵūƄ�ǁūŞŦǖǉ�ƄŃŞūǉƄĘǖūƛƏѬ��ĘǉūĴĘƄƄǼѠ�SõϠ�
is a document designed to revise the Civil Rights Act accord-
ing to gender-identity ideology and queer theory. Here are the 
ĘĴǖҾǉ�ǖǶƛ�ǉƾŃĴūƛǞǉ�ĻŃɛƏūǖūƛƏǉ�ҌǖŦŃ�ƛǖŦŃǁǉ�ĘǁŃ�ƄƛŞūĴĘƄƄǼ�ǉƛǞƏĻѠ�
thankfully, but they are also borrowed from previous law):

(2)�K1z'1õ�X'1zÁXÁæѬҠÁŦŃ�ǖŃǁƍ�ҼŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼҾ�ƍŃĘƏǉ�
the gender-related identity, appearance, mannerisms, or 
other gender-related characteristics of  an individual, re-
ŞĘǁĻƄŃǉǉ�ƛŝ �ǖŦŃ�ūƏĻūǵūĻǞĘƄҾǉ�ĻŃǉūŞƏĘǖŃĻ�ǉŃǻ�Ęǖ�ĳūǁǖŦѬ
(4)�´1åѬҠÁŦŃ�ǖŃǁƍ�ҼǉŃǻҾ�ūƏĴƄǞĻŃǉҠ
(A)�Ę�ǉŃǻ�ǉǖŃǁŃƛǖǼƾŃѱ
(B) pregnancy, childbirth, or a related medical condition;
(C)�ǉŃǻǞĘƄ�ƛǁūŃƏǖĘǖūƛƏ�ƛǁ�ŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼѱ�ĘƏĻ
(D)�ǉŃǻ�ĴŦĘǁĘĴǖŃǁūǉǖūĴǉѠ�ūƏĴƄǞĻūƏŞ�ūƏǖŃǁǉŃǻ�ǖǁĘūǖǉѬ

ÁŦūǉ�ĻŃɛƏūǖūƛƏ�ǶūƄƄ�ŦĘǵŃ�ǁŃĘƄҤǶƛǁƄĻ�ĴƛƏǉŃǀǞŃƏĴŃǉ�ƛƏ�Ę�ƏĘǖūƛƏ-
ĘƄ�ǉĴĘƄŃ�ĳŃĴĘǞǉŃѠ�ūƏ�ĘĻĻūǖūƛƏ�ǖƛ�ūǖǉ�ǀǞŃŃǁūƏŞ�ƛŝ �ĻŃɛƏūǖūƛƏǉѠ�SõϠ�
ŃǻƾƄūĴūǖƄǼ�ŝƛǁĳūĻǉ�ŃǻĴƄǞĻūƏŞ�ĘƏǼƛƏŃ�ŝǁƛƍ�ĘƏǼ�ǉƾĘĴŃ�ƛƏ�ǖŦŃ�ĳĘǉūǉ�
ƛŝ �ҹǉŃǻ�ҌūƏĴƄǞĻūƏŞ�ǉŃǻǞĘƄūǖǼ�ĘƏĻ�ŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼҍѬҺ27

Section 1101.2: “(with respect to gender identity) an individual 
shall not be denied access to a shared facility, including a re-
stroom, a locker room, a dressing room that is in accordance 
ǶūǖŦ� ǖŦŃ� ūƏĻūǵūĻǞĘƄҾǉ� ŞŃƏĻŃǁ� ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼѬҺ� �ǖŦŃǁ� ǉƾĘĴŃǉ� ǉƾŃĴūɛ-
cally mentioned in Findings and Purpose in the bill are “res-
taurants, senior centers, stores … establishments that provide 
entertainment, health care facilities, shelters, government 
ƛɉĴŃǉѠ� ǼƛǞǖŦ� ǉŃǁǵūĴŃ� ƾǁƛǵūĻŃǁǉ� ūƏĴƄǞĻūƏŞ� ĘĻƛƾǖūƛƏ� ĘƏĻ� ŝƛǉ-
ǖŃǁ�ĴĘǁŃ�ƾǁƛǵūĻŃǁǉѠ�ĘƏĻ�ǖǁĘƏǉƾƛǁǖĘǖūƛƏѬҺ�àƛƍŃƏѠ�ǖŦŃ�JūƏĻūƏŞǉ�
go on to say, “face discrimination in … stores and restaurants, 
and places or establishments that provide … entertainment or 
ǖǁĘƏǉƾƛǁǖĘǖūƛƏѠ�ūƏĴƄǞĻūƏŞ�ǉŃǻǞĘƄ�ŦĘǁĘǉǉƍŃƏǖѠ�ĻūɈŃǁŃƏǖūĘƄ�ƾǁūĴ-
ing for substantially similar products and services, and denial 
ƛŝ � ǉŃǁǵūĴŃ� ĳŃĴĘǞǉŃ� ǖŦŃǼ� ĘǁŃ� ƾǁŃŞƏĘƏǖ� ƛǁ� ĳǁŃĘǉǖŝŃŃĻūƏŞѬҺ�ÁŦūǉ�
bill is not without some merit. But it does reiterate the phrase 
ҹǉǖǁūƁŃ�ҼǉŃǻѠҾҺ�ūѬŃѬ�ŝǁƛƍ�ƾǁŃǵūƛǞǉ�ƄĘǶѠ�ĘĳƛǞǖ�Ę�ĻƛȆŃƏ�ǖūƍŃǉѬ�

´Ńǻ�ĘƏĻ�ҼŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼҾ�ĳŃĴƛƍŃ�ǉƛ�ŃƏǖǶūƏŃĻ�Ęǉ�ǖƛ�ĳŃ�ūƏǉŃƾĘ-
rable in revisions of  all civil rights legislation. Much of  the bill 
is instruction on which sections and paragraphs of  law will be 
rewritten. 

ÁŦŃ�ƾŃǁƏūĴūƛǞǉƏŃǉǉ�ƛŝ �ǖŦūǉ�ĴƛƏɝĘǖūƛƏ�ĴƛƍŃǉ�ĴƄŃĘǁ�ƄĘǖŃǁ�ūƏ�ǖŦŃ�
ĳūƄƄѬ�ÁŦŃ�ǉŃĴǖūƛƏ�ƛƏ� ƛƏǉǖǁǞĴǖūƛƏ�ƛŝ � ƄĘūƍǉѠ�ĻŃɛƏūƏŞ�ĴĘǞǉŃǉ�ǖƛ�
sue if  people think their rights have been violated, stipulates 
ǖŦĘǖ� ĘƄƄ� ƾǁƛǖŃĴǖūƛƏǉ� ǖŦĘǖ� ĘƾƾƄǼ� ƛƏ� ǖŦŃ� ҹĳĘǉūǉ� ƛŝ � ǉŃǻ� ҆ĘƄǉƛ� Ęƾ-
ply] on the basis of  pregnancy, childbirth, or a related medical 
ĴƛƏĻūǖūƛƏѠ�ǉŃǻǞĘƄ�ƛǁūŃƏǖĘǖūƛƏѠ�ŞŃƏĻŃǁ�ūĻŃƏǖūǖǼѠ�ƛǁ�Ę�ǉŃǻ�ǉǖŃǁŃƛ-
ǖǼƾŃѬҺ28
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